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First to let you know that I am now a member of the International Veterinary Chiropractic Association (IVCA), which is the international equivalent of the American Veterinary Chiropractic Association (AVCA) and was developed due to the increasing number of Animal Chiropractors in Europe. 

More information is on their website www.ivca.de

[image: image4.wmf]To help spread the word about the IVCA I am having a promotion until end of December. For every new animal patient you refer you will get a half price treatment for your own animal. The owner just has to tell me who referred them when I go see their animal.

What about treeless saddles?
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Poor saddle fit is a common cause of back problems in horses and I am often asked my opinion on treeless saddles. I actually use both a dressage and jumping treeless saddle on my own horse and can honestly say I would not want to swap back BUT not all treeless saddles are equal. 

The purpose of a saddle is to take pressure off the horses spine, particularly in the area of the stirrup bars, whilst providing a secure seat. A treeless saddle is no different- so it needs to have a gullet with good clearance of the spine and be able to distribute the pressure of the stirrup bars.

The only ones I can truly recommend are those from Kay Humphries, from Norton & Newby 

Saddlers in Old Beaconsfield. (www.nortonandnewby.co.uk, 01494 676583)
Dog Collars
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For dogs there is obviously less scope to get problems from poorly fitting equipment but collars can cause problems, particularly if your dog constantly pulls on the lead. The best way to deal with this is actually learn how to get your dog to stop pulling. Again I highly recommend Cesar Millan (The Dog Whisperer on Sky TV). 

For dogs with problems in the cervical spine I would recommend using a harness instead so no extra pressure is put on the area. But again they should learn how to walk properly on a lead as even in a harness they can cause problems through constant pulling.

More Information

Previous newsletters are available through my website and there are several links to useful other websites in relation to horse and dog care. 
For more information contact:

Dr. Petra Langen-Pieters BHSAI EBW DC

07787 514271 or 01932 341616



Quote of the month





To see what is right and not do it is a lack of courage.





Confucius, Philosopher
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